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Ephemeral media have long been recognized for their radical potential to disrupt 

normative structures. This particular aspect of ephemeral forms of discourse, noted for 

instance in James C. Scott's Domination and the Arts of Resistance: Hidden Transcripts 

(1990), has been explored across disciplinary and cultural boundaries. At present we 

are witness to a technological revolution in which these formerly "hidden" 

ephemeralities are recorded and transmitted in radical numbers and innovative formats. 

While the recuperation of ephemeral objects and histories from earlier periods is often 

discussed in terms of material loss, art historians studying similar phenomena today 

grapple with a fast-paced visual culture of abundance – a site where art and politics 

intersect on an unprecedented scale. This symposium poses the following questions to 

scholars of all periods as well as practicing artists who are critically engaged in 

discourse concerning the topic of ephemerality and particularly its contestation of 

dominant cultures:  

How may the concept of ephemerality be analyzed in different historical and political 

contexts and is this notion relative to particular cultural beliefs and conditions? How can 

we recover or preserve that which is ephemeral? How has (art) historical inquiry shifted 

in response to changes in both the accessibility and nature of data? How have our 

disciplines adapted to diminishing attention spans and/or the need for interactivity?  

We welcome proposals from emerging scholars of all backgrounds whose work 
engages with the conference theme. 

Topics of interest:  

 Duration: artistic practice / beholding art  

 Documents of protest: uprisings, performativity, activism 

 Impermanent architectures: world fairs, exhibitions, festivals, pop-ups 

 Recuperation: archives, archaeological excavations, objects, the underrepresented  

 Visibility / invisibility: surveillance, (self)censorship, the canon 

 Movement: stylistic transitions, viral images, the body 

 Ritual: religious practices, social sites and spaces, processions 

 Popular visual culture: social media, identity, race, gender 

 Materiality: negotiating the relationship between the ephemeral and the permanent 

 

Please submit an abstract of no more than 300 words for 20-minute presentations along 
with a one-page CV to radicalephemeralities@gmail.com by December 31, 2015 
(inclusion of working title and images encouraged). All will be notified by early February.  
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