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A talk by Maryam S. Griffin, Ph.D., UC Postdoc 

In this talk I ask whether unfettered public transportation can contribute to the 

decolonization of Palestine or whether a freely functioning transit system relies on 

decolonization as a pre-requisite. I do so in order to illuminate the potential role in the 

ongoing Palestinian struggle for self-determination. I argue that Palestinian mobility 

via public transportation constitutes a powerful form of quotidian resistance against the 

Israeli occupation forces, whose program of movement restrictions seeks to separate 

Palestinian communities from one another. Second, I consider the role that freedom of 

movement might play in decolonizing the Palestinian homeland. To do so, I rely on the 

work of artists who feature imaginative engagements with mobility and transit to think 

through the effects of freedom of movement on self-determination and sociality. 

 

Maryam S. Griffin is a UC 
President's Postdoctoral Fellow at 
UC Davis in the Department of 
Asian American Studies. Her 
research focuses on the 
relationships between freedom of 
movement, state power, and 
popular political organizing. She 
holds a Ph.D. in sociology from UC 
Santa Barbara and a J.D. from the 
UCLA School of Law. She is 
currently working on a book 
manuscript entitled, Mobility and 
Mobilization: The Politics of 
Palestinian Public Transportation in 
the West Bank, in which she 
examines Palestinian transit as a 
productive site of social struggle, 
where tensions between the 
ambitions of state control and 
popular demands for freedom are 
negotiated. Griffin’s work has been 
presented to global audiences in 
the U.S. and the Middle East and 
has received support from the 
Palestinian American Research 
Center, the UC Center for New 
Racial Studies, and the UCSB 
Center for Middle East Studies. 

 

CULTURAL STUDIES 

GRADUATE GROUP 

Spring 2016 Colloquium 
Series 

More info about the 

colloquium series at 

culturalstudies.ucdavis.edu 

 

 

Mohamed Abusal, "A Metro in Gaza" (2011). 


