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TDR: The Drama Review 
Guidelines for Writers 

665 Broadway, 6th Floor 
New York, NY 10012 

212.998.1626  
tdr@nyu.edu 

 
TDR is about performance in any of its many aspects: theatre, dance, music, film, video, 
rituals, play, sports, performance in everyday life, etc. We publish accounts of particular 
performances, theoretical articles that draw on many different kinds of performance, 
articles on the works of individual artists, book reviews, and manifestos. We are actively 
intercultural, interdisciplinary, and progressive; we favor writing about experimental 
performances, and performances with political or social relevance from all over the 
world. The best way to measure the scope of TDR is to look at recent issues. 
 
 
 
Please note: We only accept original work that has not been previously published 
or self-published in English in any media, including other versions of the 
submitted essay. If your essay has been accepted for future publication in a 
monograph or anthology, you must let us know the publisher and date. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Author Info 
Please include your full name, email address, and the title of your essay at the top 
of the first page, and a short bio at the end of the file. The bio should be no more than 
75 words for Critical Acts or Book Reviews and no more than 100 words for articles. 
Please note that, if published, we will request an email address to include in your bio. 
 
Manuscript 
TDR does not have a word-count limit; submissions range between approximately 6,000 
and 14,000 words, most somewhere in the middle. TDR prefers electronic submissions. 
Send your article and abstract to tdr@nyu.edu as a Microsoft Word file attachment.* 
In the body of the email, be sure to include the title of your essay and your contact 
information: address(es), phone number(s), email address. Do not send your 
submission as a PDF file. For style questions refer to Chicago Manual of Style 
(current edition) and see below. 
 

* If you are submitting materials to supplement the online version of TDR (i.e., 
video clips, etc.), please contact our office for multimedia guidelines. 

 

SUBJECT MATTER 
 

SUBMISSIONS 

With submissions, please include: 
• Author Info  
• Manuscript 
• Abstract (70-100 words) 
• Artwork files and Captions 
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Commas: Use serial commas before “and”: apples, oranges, and grapes. 
 
Dashes: Use computer-generated N and M dashes if possible. Otherwise use two 

hyphens for N dashes, three hyphens for M dashes. 
 
Dates: Day month year (no commas): 1 September 1992. Spell out months: 

January 1984. Decades: In the 1960s; the ’60s; 20th century. 
 
Ellipses: Bracket ellipses that indicate author’s or editor’s deletion: [...] 
 
Endnotes: Use computer-generated endnotes only. Although TDR converts them to 

footnotes in the published article, endnotes are used during the editing 
process. Place endnotes before references; be sure references are not 
embedded in the endnotes section. Notes are for additional information 
only, not citations. TDR does not publish personal thank you’s; legally 
required acknowledgments only. 

 
Ethnicity: Ethnicity as per Chicago Manual of Style. Unless you specify otherwise, 

we will edit accordingly. 
 
Font: 12 point Courier New, including notes and references. 
 
Gender  We do not use masculine pronouns as universal. Except where 
 descriptively appropriate, use gender-neutral nouns.  
 
Interviews: The last name of the speaker in all caps followed by a colon:  
 JONES: Go away. 
 
Italics: Use computer-generated italics, no underlines (see Titles). 
 
Margins: 1” on all sides with a .5” header and footer. 
 
Non-English Words and Proper Names: 

Italicize non-English words on first use only. We rely on authors for 
accurate use of diacriticals; they must be computer-generated. For non-
English language artworks, give the original-language title of the work first, 
then parenthetically in English: Maitu Njugira (Mother Sing for Me; 1981). 
For ease of reading, subsequent mentions can be in English, as 
appropriate. 
 

Artworks: Date all artworks (plays, installations, paintings, dances, books, etc.) at 
first mention. For live artworks, use the date of the first performance 
unless specifically referring to a published performance text. 

 
Numbers: Spell out numbers from one to nine. Use numerals for 10 and higher. 
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References and Citations: 
Per Chicago Manual of Style, 16th edition, author-date system. 
Use in-text citations: (Miller 1993:143–45) or (Miller 1993) or (see Miller 
1993). Place references after endnotes, at the end of document. Please 
do not put references in footnotes. References are for cited works only. 
List multiple sources by the same author chronologically: 

 
• Anthology 
MacGregor, Robert. 1966. “Further Entries for a Chronology.” In Stanislavsky 
and America, edited by Erica Munk, 178–81. New York: Hill and Wang. 
 
• Book 
Stanislavsky, K.S. 1924. My Life in Art. Translated by J.J. Robbins. Boston: Little, 
Brown, & Co. 
 
• Journal 
Senelick, Laurence. 1981. “Stanislavsky’s Double Life in Art.” Theatre Survey 22, 
2:5–7. 
 
• Newspaper 
Stearns, David Patrick. 1991. “Bending Genders.” USA Today, 14 August:D1–2. 
 
• Online sources 
Elder, Miriam. 2012. “Russia threatens to ban Americans from adopting Russian 
children.” The Guardian, 18 December. Accessed 23 September 2014. 
www.theguardian.com/world/2012/dec/18/russia-ban-americans-adopting-
children. 
 
creativeNbeautiful. 2012. “Haka for Women: Feminism Power.” YouTube, 24 
January. Accessed 24 September 2014. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=s3yuX4BZPIM. 
 
BBC.com. 2013. “Turkey Seeks to Tighten Control over Twitter.” 27 June. 
Accessed 28 April 2014. www.bbc.com/news/technology-23079607. 
 
• Original date  
Murdoch, John. [1892] 1897. Ethnological Results of the Point Barrow 
Expedition. Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution Press. 
 
• Same Year/Same Author; Interview; Personal correspondence 
Manet, Eduardo. 1991a. Interview with author. Paris, 21 May. 
Manet, Eduardo. 1991b. Personal correspondence with author, 2 October. 

 
•Sound 
Strasberg, Lee. 1956–1969. The Actors Studio Sound Recording No. 339A, 
Madison: Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research at the State Historical 
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Society of Wisconsin. 
 
Spacing Double-space all text, including endnotes, extracts, and reference lists. 

Type only one letter space after periods and colons. 
 
Titles: Italicize books, performances, operas, movies, TV and radio programs, 

paintings, sculptures, dances, and epic poems. In quotation marks: 
articles, unpublished works, TV and radio episodes, poems, and songs.  
Follow first mention of any performance or artwork with a date. 

 
Abstract 
Please include a 70–100 word abstract. The abstract should be a brief summary of the 
key points of the article, without the use of phrases such as “In this article…”; “The 
author…”; “The article is about….”  
 
Artwork 
TDR prefers professional-quality artwork when available. Send a variety (approx. 15) so 
that we can make a selection. Submit all art electronically via email to tdr@nyu.edu with 
your name, article title, and caption information (see below). You may send larger files 
via yousendit.com or dropbox.com.  

For video grabs: when taking a screen shot of a video, make sure to start with 
the best quality source possible (HD if streaming when possible, but preferably off a hi-
res movie file/DVD, etc.). Screen shots should be 300 dpi.   

We also accept videos for possible use online (please request multimedia 
guidelines). Contact the TDR office if you have to send artwork in hard copy or scanned 
onto a CD or flash drive. Non-electronic artwork will not be returned after publication 
unless you make a special arrangement with the TDR office.  
 
Minimum Specs:   All images files should be 300 dpi at approx. 4x6 inches (larger if 
available). If your source cannot supply sufficiently large files, send what you have and 
consult the TDR office. Format: tiff or jpeg (eps format is also acceptable). Do not send 
images in Microsoft Word or PowerPoint. 
 
Image File Name:   Please format your art submission file names as follows: 
Author Initials_Group/Article_Production/Scene Identifier 
 

RAB_NTO_RandJ1 
(Rachel Anderson-Rabern_Nature Theatre of Oklahoma_Romeo and Juliet 
Photo 1) 
 
TG_Performed Weeping_Weeping Ritual1 
(Tova Gamliel_Performed Weeping_Weeping Ritual1) 

 
Scanned Images:   When scanning images, set scan as large as possible. Images 
should meet the same dpi requirements as stated above: 300 dpi minimum for photos at 
4x6 or larger, and 800 to 1200 dpi for line art. Save files as tiffs or jpegs. Include a Word 
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file with the image captions clearly labeled (see below). Send in a padded envelope to 
the address above and include your name and submission title. 
 
Sending Non-Electronic Images:   If you MUST send non-electronic artwork: Duplicate 
all artwork before sending. Please clearly label each image with your name and 
submission title. Include caption information. Send in a padded envelope to the address 
above. 
 
Captions:   Fully caption and credit all artwork. Captions should include title, date, and 
venues; names of performers, directors, writers; and photographer or photo credit. They 
may also include a brief description or comment relating the image to the article: 
 

1. From left: Shirley Cheecho, Alejandro Ronceria, and Gloria Miguel in Son of 
Ayash by Jim Morris, directed by Raoul Trujillo. Native Canadian Centre, 1991. 
(Photo by Greg Staats)  

 
Please note that you will be responsible for obtaining permissions for all artwork 
prior to publication. 
 
 
Thank You!  
 
The submission review process can take from three to four months. Please feel free to 
email us at tdr@nyu.edu with any questions or if you do not receive an email 
acknowledgment that we have your submission. We look forward to reading your work.  
 
—TDR Editorial Staff 

 
Please remember to: 
q Include captions and an abstract 
q Include a short bio 
q Double space manuscript 
q Use Courier New 12 pt. font 
q Use TDR style referencing 
q Follow any mention of artwork or 

performance with a date 


