
East Asia Research Projects 
WIP SEMINAR 

 
Please join us for our next WORK-IN-PROGRESS (WIP) SEMINAR!  
 
The WIP Seminar is a chance to gather together every couple of months for 
intellectual exchange, thoughtful discussion, and good food and drink. For each 
session, one faculty member or graduate student will present work in progress on an 
East Asia related humanities or social science project. These can be formal 
presentations of papers almost ready for publication or they can be a chance for the 
presenter to float brand new ideas for feedback.  
 
Our next WIP Seminar will be held on Monday, November 6 at 4:30PM. 
 
The Two Paths of Love in the Fiction of Ihara Saikaku (1642-1693) 
This presentation will compare the manner in which Ihara Saikaku's fictional works 
portray heterosexual relationships and those pursued according to the conventions 
of shudō, “the way of youths,” as the age-structured male homosexuality of medieval 
and early-modern Japan was known. It will focus on such narratives’ contrasting 
emphases on the corporeal and spiritual aspects of sexual relationships, demonstrating 
that depictions of shudō in the works analyzed tend to hew to the spiritual side of eros, 
except in cases involving some level of coercion. The presentation will further show 
that these texts’ typically corporeal portrayal of heterosexual relationships shifts, in 
two noteworthy cases, from the messily physical to the spiritual when a male character 
moves from a male lover to a female one, transferring, in effect, some of the prestige 
of shudō to a heterosexual context. 
 
Presented by: David J. Gundry, Associate Professor of Japanese, Department of East 
Asian Languages and Cultures 
 
When: Monday, November 6 at 4:30PM 
Where: Sproul Hall, Rm 912 
*please join us after the presentation for informal drinks and/or dinner downtown* 
 
For more information, or if you are interested in presenting your own work in 
progress at a future seminar, please contact Michael Dylan Foster 
(mdfoster@ucdavis.edu) 


